THE RISE OF THE AYYUBITES AND
THE FALL OF THE FATAMIDS IN
EGYPT.

Ayyubite Dynasty
was founded by Abu'l Muzaffar Salah ad-
Dunya w'ad-Din Yusuf ibn Ayyub, the
immortal Saladin of The Talisman by
Sir Walter Scott. He was born in 1138
A.D. at Takrit in Mesopotamia. His father
Ayyub (Job) was appointed the Governor
of Baalbeck by Ata Beg Zangi, the ruler
of Mosal. Ata Beg's growing power was
becoming a formidable menace to the Cru-
saders who ruled Palestine. In 1154 A.D.
Nur ud-Din son of Ata Beg Zangi, entered
Damascus, where at his court Salah ud-
Din, a quiet and retiring youth, spent
the next ten years of his life in pursuit of
knowledge. From 1163 to 71 A.D. is the
period of constant struggle between the
Seljuqs and the Crusaders for the posses-
sion of Egypt. Both invaded the country
on more than one occasion, but ultimately
it was the Seljuqs who made themselves
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